Placental cultures for cytogenetic assessment in saline-aborted fetuses.
Confirmation of cytogenetically abnormal fetuses following saline abortion has been shown to be possible with the placenta as the source of viable fetal cells. The method is described in detail. In one third of cultures, only female cells were present. Differentiation between maternal and female fetal tissue when no numerical or structural cytogenetic disorder is present requires detailed analysis of fluorescently stained chromosomes for polymorphisms.